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CHAPTEDL 63-60% LAWS QI TLORIDA

CIIAPTER B63-608
HOUSLE BILL NO, 2080°

AN ACT relating to a drainage district formed under Chapter 29§,
Floride Stadtui:, known as Sunshine Drsinage Disirict, in Erow-
ard county, the substanee of which will rutifs and approve the
distriet boundarics; moke applicable to s21d disirict the provi-
sions of Chapter 24, Finrida S:uatutes; provide for the lev¥;-col-
lection and enforcement of all taxes levied by said distriet at the
same time and in like manner as county taxes; provide for the
same dizcount and penallies a2s county laxes; grant addiiiomal
powaers w she district; provide for other waxing powers and meth-
ods ef taxation: declare that waters in gaid dixiriet are a common
encmy; provids [ur severahility of the provisions of the act
provide that the aet shall take precedence over any confiicling
Jaw 1o 1he extent of such conllict; provide for the carrying into
elfect of the provisions of this act; provide for the formation of
unit distriel within the boundsaries ¢f the district or within the
boundaries of sucii areas as are hereafter included in the district,
and provide for the powers and duties of the unil district; and
other provisions for the purposes of carrying into efect the ob-
jeelives of ihe unit district; enact other provisions relating to
this subject; and provide that the act shall take effect upon its
approval by the Governor, or upon its becomning a law withous
such approval, ‘

Be It Enacied by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1, Creution of the District, and Boundaries Relified
and Approved. The decres of the circuit court in and for the
15th judicia etreuit, Droward County, Florida, enteved in cisnecry
No. G2-1580-L", on the 23rd day of Jaumnwy, 1963, erouling and meape
puriting the Sunsline Drainuge District ay a public corpovation of
this stale, and all subsequent. procecdings taken in suid eireui:
court cencerning said distriet are ratified, confirmed and approved.

Scction 2. Provisions of Chapter 298, Flerida Stotutes, Made
tpplicakle.  The Sunshine Drainage Distriet, a pubkc corporution
of this swle, creuted under Chaprer 298, Florida Stututes, shall ba
govemed by provisions of the general drainage Jaws of Tlerida
applicable to drsinnge districts or sub-drainage distsicts which aro
¢rnbrdicd in Chapier 298, Florida Statutes. and all of the laws
amendatory thercof. now existing or herainafter enacted, so jar
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LAWS O FLORIDA CHAPTER 63-509

as nol inconsistent with this act or any subsequent special acts '
relating to Sunshine Drainzge Distriet. ’

e

Section 3. Powers of the District.  The Sunshine Drainage Dis-
trict shall have in addition 1o the powers provided for in said Chap-
ter 283, Flovida Stalutes, the power and authority to construct,
improve, puve and ainwin roadways and roads mnecessary and
convenient to provide access to and eflicient development of areas
madg suitable and available for the cultivation, setllement, urban b} _
subdivision, homesites and other benvficial w:.» and devcioment - !
as a result of the drainage and reclamation oper.iivns of -the Dis-
triet, in¢luding any dedicated to public use within the boundanes
. of the district, Tt

) Scotion 4. Installment Texes, Levied and Apportioned, and the i
Collection Thercof. Taxes shall be levied and appertioned as pro- i
vided for in the generzl drairage laws of Florida, (Chaptler 298, i
Florida Stawutes, and amendments thereto), except that the provi-
sions of Scefion 29827, Scction 298.28, Section 298.39, Seection
20540 and Seetion 29841, llerida Stawstes, and amendments e
thereto, shall not be applicable to said District. In Heu therect, the
falluwing provisions shall apply to suid district

. r—— ———— =
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The board of supervisars shall determine, order and levy the
ameunt ¢f the annual installments of the toal taxes levied under
Sectinn 20830, Florida Stalules, which shall becormne due and be - '
vollecied during caeh year at the smne lime thal county taxes are ‘
dun and colloeted, which said snnual instatiment and Jevy sbhall be :
evidenaed Lo and cortificd Ly the said board, not Jater o July 1st :
of cavll yeur, o lhe tox assessor of Droward County, WMoridu. Suid
lax shall be extended hy tie county tax assessor on the county tax
- roll and shall Le colleated by the wax collector in the same manner
and tlme as tounty lixes, and the proceceds \hereof paid to said P
district. Said tax »lall be a lietr unti] paid on the properiy against .
which assessed, and ealorgeable in lite manner as county iaxcs.

. -——"ﬁ'lm:-'rlunﬁ-&bual.ﬁkgialo-hum LD
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Scelion 5. Maintenance Tax, The provision of Seetion.299.54, .
Flurida Statutes, and smendments thereio, shall not be applicable
o said district In lieu thercol, the following provisions shall apply
10 3aid district.

To muintzin and preserve the improvements made pursuant to
tris chapler and to repair and rostore the same, whea needed, 2nd
for the purpose of defruying the current expanses of the distriet,
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CHAPLER C1-609 LAWS QF FLORIDA

the board of supwivisors may, upon tle completion of said imprave-
nienty, in whole or fn purt ns may be ceriified to e zaid board
5 by the chief engincer, levy annually & tax upon each tract or parcel
of land within the distriet, 10 be kriown as a "“maintenance tax’. Said .
mainlenunge tax shall be apovusioned upon tht nusis of the net
! assessments of Lenchis tane-ned as acerulbe for osiginal construc-
' tion, and shall be evideneed 1w and certified by said board not later
than July Ist of cuch yeuar, to the 1ax assessor of Broward County,

' Florida. and shall bo extended by the counly tax assessor on the T
| county tax rull and shall be eollected by the tax collestor in the {
same maaner and time ux gounty taxes and the proceeds there- 4
from puid to said distriet. Suid tux shall be a lien untll paid on the
properly ajtainst which’ ussessed uiid enforcesble in like manner
as county tivics.

=

. Scction . Levy of Taxes on Fractional Acres. In lovying and :

assessing all taxes, cach tract or pareel of land less than one acre .
by ¥ - in area shall be ssnessed as full acre, and sach tract or parcel of land
; 1 meee than one uere in area which contains a fraction of on zere shull
be assessed at the nearest whole number of acres, 3 fraction of vne- .
hall or more 10 be assessed as 2 full acre. ’

Secuar, 7, Enforcement of Tazes. The provisions of Section
2985 and Seetion 29546, Flerida Stalutes, and amerndments
therelo, shall not be applicuble to said district. In Leu theresf, the

_i fellowing shall apply 1o said distriet.

3 The collection and enforeemnent of all taxes levied by said district |
3 :-:'.mll b al dhe sane fime ond in like mahner as county iaxes, and
s the provisiony of the Fluridy Siatutes relating to the sale of lands

_ .;1 ‘ for unpaid and delinquent taxes, the issuonce, sale and delivery of
t tax éerlificuies for such unpaid -and delinquent county taxes, the
: % redemiption thoreol, the issuunce to individuals of tax deeds based
-5 thereon, and all other provedure in connection therewith, shall be

I " applivable to suid district and the delinguent and unpaid taxes of

N said district to e suine extent as if said statutory provisions were

cam Y expressly et lorth in this act. All 1axes shall be subject to the same

o lI diveounts as county taxes.

. Suetios 8. Wihen Unpaid Taxes Delinquen:: Penally. All taxes

provided for in this act shall be and become delinguent and bear

peaalties un the amount of suid 1axes in the same manner as county
taxes.
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LAWS OF FLORIDA CHAPTIR 63-000

R Section 9. Water a Common Enemy. It is hereby determined,
i deelared and enacted thal lands in the distriet in their natural con.
ditinr ..v' wet and subjoecl to overflow and 1hat the drainage, recla-
maiion and protection of said lands available for agriculiuval, set- !
tement, wrban wnd subdivision purpeses by drainage, reciamalion
and improvement, and ihe crealion of said district with the powers
vested in it by this act, are in the interest of and vonducive to public
; wellure, health and eonvenicnee. 1t is further deelared that in said
. disiriet, surface witers, including viinfall are a common cnemy,
' and ihe said district and any individual or agency holding a permit
to do so from suid distriet, shall have the right to dike, dam and
construcl Jeveey 1o protect the said district oy any part thereof, or !
the property of suld individual or agenecy against ikhe same, and .
thereby divert the course and flow of sueh surface water and/or - u
pump e water fronm within such dikes and levees. ‘ !

et

Section 10. Unit Diswriets. The board of supervisors of Sun-
shine Drainage District is autherized in its discretion 10 drain and
reclaim ar wonea completely and intensively to drain and reclaim .
the lands in said district by desimiited areas or parts of said distriet '
to be ealled "unita”. The units into which suid distriet may be so
divided shall be given appropriate number: or names by seid hoard
ol supervisors:, so that said units ' may be rezdily identified and dis-
tinguished. The board of supervisors shall have the power 1o €
and deteimine the locztion, arca and boundaries of said lapds 1o
be micludea 1n cach and &l such units, the order of development B
thereol, and the method of cnrrving on the work in cach wnit. The :
unit system of drabinge provided by this section may be conducted '
and all of the procecdings by this seetion and shis act authorized
in respect 10 such vait or units may be carried on and cendusied at *
the sanie tine as or alter the work of draining and reclaiming of
the entire district has been or is being or shall be instituted or '
cerried on under the provisions of this ast or under Chapter 203,
Florida Statutes, ar holh. 1f the board of supervisors shail deter- :
mine that it ix advizable 1o conduet the work of druining and re- *
elidming the lands in (ke district by units, the board shall, by reso--
lution, declare its purpese 16 conduet such work accordingly, and
snall fix the number, lovation and boundazies of and description of
lends within such unit or units and give them appropriate num-

Bers or names. The ontire district may also ke desiznated as a unit
!‘ur the preper allucation of such part of the plan of reclamation and
cruinayge as benefis the entire district. As soon as practicable after
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CHAPTER (3-609 LAWS OF FLORIDA

the adaption and recurding of sivh resolution said board of super-
visors shall publish nutice once a week for two consecutive wecks
in a newspaper published in Broward County, Florida, briefly
deseribing the units into which szid district has been divided. and
the lands embraced in cach unit, giving the name, number or other

designation of such units, requiring all owners of lands in said dis-

tricl 1o show cause in wriling hefora said board of supervisors at
a time and pliee to be stated in sueh notice why such division of
said district inle such units should not be approved, and said sys-
temm of dovilopment by units sheuld net be adopted and given
efiect by said board, and why the proceedings and powers author-

. ized by this section of this act should not be had, wken and exer-

cised. At the time and place stated in said notice, said board’ of
supervisors shall hear all obieciiom or causes of objection (all of
which shall be in writing) of nny Lrdowner in said district to the
matiers mentioned and relerved to 1 such notice, and if no objec-
tions are made, or if said objections, if made, shall be overruled
by said bLeard, then said board shall enter in ity minutes .its find-
ines and .. wvedes confirming said resclutions, annd may therealier

cproceed wish the develepment, drainage and reclamation of said

disteict by wnils pursuant to such resohution and tw the provisions
of this act. The board of supervisors may, a2 a result of any objee-
Linns ar of mallers hroucht forth at the hearing, modily or amend
such resolution in whole or in part, conflinm =nid resnlution ulter
overruling oll objections, or ruject suid resolution, and if confirmed
or modified or amended, may proceed thereafter in accordance with
said resolutivn as conficmed, modified or amended. The sustaining
of such objections and the rescinding of sueh resolutions shall not
vxhause the power of said board under this section; but, ai any
time oot jess than oene year alter the dale of the hearing upon any
syeh resolulion, the heard of supervisory raay adopt other resolu.
tious under this seetion akd thereupon proceed on due notice in
hke manner as above. If suid boavd of supervisors shall overrule
or refuse Lo suslilin any such nbjections in whole or in part made

by any landowner in the distriet, or if any such hindowned shall

deem himselfl agprieved by any aclion of the board of supervisors
ia ruspeoet 1o any objeciion so filed, such landowner may, within
Lwenty ‘_0) duys after the ruling of said bourd, invoke the juris
dictien of o cours having Junsdlct:o:x over the morits of his claim.
Vohen suid reselutions erealing said unit system shall be confiorned
by the board of supervisors {or by a2 court of competent jurisdic-
uion, ii such propesed action shall be challenged by a landewner
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LAWS QF FLORIDA CHAPTER 63-602

by the judicial procecdings herveinabove authorized), said board
of supervisors may udopt a plan or plans of reclamation for and
in respect o any or all such units, and to have the b.. 'its and
dampges reendang therelrom assessed and apportiomed by com-
nmissioners appointed by the circuit court, and the report of the
said esmmissiontrs considered and confirmed, all in like manner
as is provided Ly law in regard lo plans of reclamation [oxr and
assessments Tur benelils and dumiages of the ontire districs. With
respeet to the praty of reclamalion, notices, appointment of com-
missioners o assess benefits and danages, report of commissioners
and notice and confivmalwn thereof, the levy of assessments and
1awve, including mainlenunce taxes, and the issuance of bonds and
all other procedings as to each and wn of such units, said board
shiall follow und comply with the same procedure as is provided
by law with respecl w the entive district; and said board of super-
visors shull have the same powers in respect 1o cach and all of
such units as is vested in them with respect to ihe entire district.
Al tlee provisions of thiy act shall apply to the drainage, reclama-
tion and Lnprovement of each, any und all of sucl units, and the
enuineration of or reference to specific powers er duiics of the
supcrvisors or any olber oflicers or other matlers in this act ag
hereinubove set {orth shali mot limit or restriet the application
of any und 4ll of the procevdings and powers bercin to the érainaze
and reclamation of such unmits as fully and eompletely as if such
unit er units were specifically and expressly named in every sec-
‘ion and claese of this act where the entire district iz mentioned
or referved . All assessments, leviey, taxes, bonds and other obli-
palions made, levied, assessed or issued for or in rospect to anw
such unit or units shall be a lien and charpge solely and only upon
the lands in such uaiit or units, respectively, for the benelit of which
the same shall be Jovied, mude or issued, and net uvpon the
remaiztirad Vot or lands in said distriet. The beard of supaivisors
may at ary lime amend its said resolutions by changing the loca-
tion und duseription of lands in amvy such unit or units; and pro-
vided, furiher, that if 1he loeation of or description of lands localad
in any such unit or units is su changed, notice of such change shall
be publivhed us hereinaliove required in this section for notice
of the fermalich ur organization of such unit or units, and all pro-
ceedings shul]l be hud and done in that repard as are provided in
this scetion for the original creation of such urit or wnits; vro-
vided, howuver, that ne lands against which benofits shall have
been assessed miay Le dutached from any such unit after the con-

49
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. ' firmation of {he conumissioness' report of benefits in such wnit or
o 1= units or the issuance of bonds or other obligations which are pay-
E able from waxes or assessments for benefits levied upon the lands

within such unil or units.

Provided, however, that if, after the confirmalion of the com-
missioners’ report of benefits in such unit or units, or the issuance
. of bonds or other obligations which are payable from taxes or
asseasmients for bencfits levied upon lands within sueh urit or
units, the bvard of supervisors finds the plan of reclamation for
any such unit or units insulficient or inadequate for eflicient devel-
. ooment, the plan of reclamation may be amended or changed as '
: ' Lrovided in this section, by changing the location and description
of lnds in any sueh unit or units, by .detaching lends therefrom
or by adding Jund thereto, upon the approval of Z1% of the land-
] owners, accoxrding to acreage, in any such unir, either evidenged
13 . . in writing or voling at a meeting of the landowmers duly called '
. pursitant to notice required under Chapter 29311 and 298,12, Floy-
ida Statutes (for the election of supervisors), as which 51% of
the landowners shall vole in favor thereof aund of all the heldere
of bonds issued in respect 1o 2ny such unit, and provided that in
such uvent all asscssments, levies, taxes, bonds and other obli-
gavons inude, levied, assessed, incurred or issued for or in respect
to any such unit or units may be allocated and apportioned to tha
amended unit or units in proportion to the benefits assessed by
the commissioners’ report for the amended plan of reclamation and
said repoit shail specifically provide for such allocation and ap-
portionment. The landowners and all of the bondholders shall file
their approval of or objoctions to such amended plan of reclama-
’ uon within the time provided in Section 298,27, Tlorida Statutes,
and shall file their approval of or objections to the amendment of
such unit &s provided in this section.

No lands shall be detached from any unit after the issuance of :
bonds or other oblipations {or such unit excep: vpon the consent
of all the holders of such bonds or other cbliyations. In the evert -
of the change of the boundaries of any unit as provided herein !
znd the allocation and apportionment to the amended unit or units
of uesessments, levies, taxes, bonds and ether obligations in pro-
portien to the benefus assessed by the conunissioners’ report for .
the amended plan of reclamation, ihe holder of bonds or oiher
cbligutiony heretofore issued for the original unit who consent to
such allocatons and appertioninent shall be entitled to all rights

_ 50
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' ~ LAWS OF I'LORIDA CHAPTER 63-609

e and remedics ayuinst iny lands added to the amended unit or units
S as fully and Lo the same extent as if such added lands had formed
SR and cobstituted a part of the original unit or wuils at ihe time of
the original issvanee of such bonds or other obligauens, and re-
gardless of whsther the holders of #:ch bonds or other obligations
are Lhe original holders thercof or the holders from time 1o time
hercafier, and the rights and remecdios of such holders against the
lunds in the amended unit er units, including any lands added
thereto, under such allocatien and apporticument, shall constitute
vested and irrevocable rights wad remedics 10 the holders from
time to iime of such bonds or other obligations as fully and to the
t same extent as if such boends or other oblirations had heen orig-
: inully issued to finance the improvements in such amended unit
or units under such amended plan ol reclamation. Conversely, in
the cvent of the change of the boundaries of any unil wherein lands

T _ ' are detached therefrom with (he consent of all the holders of such
X B bonds or other obligations, then and in that event said lands so
,5" : \ detuclied shall be relieved and released froma any further liability

for the assexsment, levy or payment of any taxes for the purpose
of saying the principal or intevest on any bonds originally issued
for ihe original unit from whizh said lands were detached,

: Scction 1. Future Changes in Plon of Reclamation and Drain-
: age of District or Individual Units, After the initial adoplion by
the bouxd of supervisors of said plan or plans of reclomation and
druinage ol the entire district or units thereof, said plan or plans
may be moditied [rom tine 10 time in the futvere, in whole or in
pari, in sccordance with the chanping character frem time to lime
of the use of the Jands in said district, in the manner hereinabove
provided for; provided, however, that said plan or plans of recla-
maten or drainage shall not be changed or modificd oftener than
onee every five years in any manner as will inerease the assess-
ments to boe assessed against the land or the taxes levied against
the land or modify the security of the bonds outstanding; provided,
however, that this shall not alleet technical changes or modihea-
' I tsns ! suid plan or plans of reclamation or drainage approved
by the distrist's engincers as will not allect the assessed bencfits,
levy of taxes or sceurity of the bendholders, as changes or modi-
i ficutions of this type may be made at any time; provided, {urther
: what szidd limilation of five years shall not apply to any plan or plans
’ of reclumatinn or droinage of the distxict or any unit thercof estab-
lished under the provisions of this act, if the same is adopted b

.
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: resolution of the board of supervisors of the distriet, within two |
i i1 years of the time wher this act becomes a law, l

Scetion 12, Application to Eaisting Distriet, Boundaries, Plan
of Reclamation and Drrinage, ete.  The powers hercinabove vested
in the bowrd of supervisors of Sunshine Drainage District ghall
apply to the presenuly existing district, the presently existing bound.
aries thereof or as the boundaries may be extonded as authorized
Ly law, and the present plan of reclamation and drainage together
with any assessment of benefits which may be approved by the cir- i
. . euit court of Braward County, Florida, and.the boundaxies of said }
‘-t . - district axl the plan of reclamation and drainage and the assess- ;
: : . |

1

meni and levying of 1axes for carrying out said plan of reclamation

- and draisage and for the maintenance and operation thereof, may

e . be changed in whole or in part as units, or, with reference to the
m : : entire disirict, in accordance with the provisions oi iliy act.’

Seetion 13. Severability., In case any one or more of the sce- |
tions or provisions of this act or the application of such sections |
or provisions o any situations, circumstances or person shall for !
any reason be held to be unconstitutional, such unconstitutionality
shall not aflect any other seclions or provisions of this act or the

law, Said notice is found to be sufficiant and is hereby validaied
and approved. )

e .\; | applications of such scetions or provisions to any other situation, :
N TS circumstances or person, and it is intended that this law shall be ‘
‘.{_EL %- { construcd and applied as if such section or provision had not bean !
%}'&'— IO includled herein for any unconstitutional application. |
??,; : l Section 14, Effcet of Conflict. In the event of a conflict be- i
oAbl i tween the provisions of this act and- the provisions of any other :
H Lo act, the provisions of this act shall eontrol to the exteat of such '
'E,,l_".: i conllict. ;
IE : Section 15. Notice of Inteniion. It is found acd determined :
S‘qt ’ that a notice of intention to apply for this legislution was given in :
s ' the time, form and manner required by the constitution and by !

' i
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i Section 16. When Act to Take Effecs. This act shall take effeot

immediately upon its approval by the governor, or upoa its becom-
ing a law without such approval.

Became a law without the Governor's approval. 1
i Filed in Office Secretary of State July 10, 1963. :
' 52
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